January 1919]        THE PEACE CONFERENCE AND AFTER

terms, so as to free raw materials, etc.. He thinks that the
blockade must be raised in whole or in part to enable the
Germans to feed themselves by making use of their mercantile
credits in the Argentine, etc.. He says that Wilson has offered
him the Treasuryship of the United States, but that he has
declined, as he thinks Wilson's position would be made more
difficult if the Treasurer were a mercantile man and a Jew, as
Baruch is. He said, " I want nothing and prefer to get back to
civil life." He is strongly impressed with the intention of the
working classes of the world to have more. He says, " So far
as I am concerned, I am prepared to give up voluntarily,
.through the medium of taxation, a very large part of my
income. I am convinced that, unless the wealthier classes take
that course, they may have everything taken from them,0

Wednesday night

Dined with L. G.. Hankey, Ian Malcolm,1 Basil Thomson2
and one or two more were there. I said to him quietly, " To-
day's communiqul was well stage-managed. President Wilson
puts forward the Russian proposal, which might receive
considerable opposition in certain sections of the British Press,
while the communiquS announces that on Saturday the League
of Nations will be considered on the basis proposed by Mr.
Lloyd George, thus relieving him and Great Britain of the
imputation of being luke-warm on the subject." He laughed
and said, " You are quite right ! " but disclaimed responsi-
bility. Hankey remarked (to L. G.), " That is the first time we
have mentioned names in the communiqu^ and I don't think
we had better continue the practice/'

L. G. : No. I think it would be a mistake.

[Note. The President is a quaint bird. This afternoon he
came from the Conference Room and gave instructions for
someone to telephone for his typewriter. We conjured up
visions of a beautiful American stenographer, but in a short
time a messenger appeared, bringing with him a battered type-
writer on a^tray. By this time the Conference had finished.
The typewriter was placed in a corner of the Conference Room
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